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Deborah Disney's Tavern eighteenth century
Ellicott City
Private

Believed by local historians to date from the eighteenth century,
Disney's Tavern's six bay wide, two and a half story high gabled
roof stone covered with blocked cement structure is located on the
north side of Main Street between the Talbott Lumber Yard and
another brick building. Its second floor windows are all rectangu-
lar and double-hung, with twelve-over-eight lights. Those first
floor windows resting in the two east bays of the south wall hold
twelve-over-twelve lights.

Presently the building is a duplex with rectangular entrances
located in its two central first floor bays, while a one story high
wooden porch supported by three doric columns runs along the four
central bays of its south wall.

Operated for over twenty years (1840-1862) as Deborah Disney's
Tavern, it is one of the oldest and most historic landmarks of
Ellicott Mills.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Deborah Disney Tavern is located on the north side of the
upper part of Main Street, referred to in old plats as the Baltimore-
Frederick Turnpike

Disney's Tavern is a six bay wide, two room deep, two and a
half story high, gabled roof (running east-west) stone building covered
with blocked out cement veneer with wide brick chimneys inset into its
east and west walls and three gabled roof dormers holding rectangular,
double-hung windows with twelve-over-eight lights, surmounted by pedi-
ments, resting in the gabled roof on its north and south elevations.

It has been divided into two houses and at one time may originally
have been intended for two-family use.

Fenestration is rectangular, decorated with wooden sills, double-
hung with twelve-over-twelve lights in the first two bays and six-over-
six lights in the two west bays of the first floor, while all the
second floor windows hold twelve-over-eight lights. The latter are
proportionally scaled and vertically aligned to those windows on the
first floor.

A flat roofed, one story high, open porch runs along the central
four bays of the south facade, supported by three doric columns
connected by a wooden railing. An entrance way on each side of the
central column is approached by two stairways, one on each side, com-
posed of four wooden stepsand a granite base step. That on the east
has a west side railing; that on the west has a railing on each side
of the stairway. The two central bays hold rectangular entrance doors.
That on the west is an open bible and cross paneled door, holding two
lights and surmounted by a three light transom. Rectangular cellar
doors rest in the east and west bays.

_ The east and west walls rest against the brick wall of 8294
Main Street and Talbott's Lumber Company respectively.

Two one story high shed roofed frame additions rest on each side

of its north wall, leaving a one bay wide opening between these additions.

The west side's interior features original, random width floors,
woodwork and open bible and cross paneled doors.

The small terraced yard in back slopes up toward Court Avenue,
the west side of which features a white picket fence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On July 13, 1829 (14-599, AnneArundel County) Disney's Tavern was
conveyed by Charles W. Dorsey, trustee etal to William Lorman of the
City and County of Baltimore, "together with all and singular, the
building and improvements thereon."

On a plat in the Land Record Book on the division of George Ellicott's
land, the present building is noted as a tavern. See attachment 4.

By the 17 June, 1840 (1-89) Deborah Disney had bought the tavern for
$6,000 from William Lorman. Some of the neighboring tracts of land are
mentioned in this deed such as Rebecca's Lot, Prestidges Folly and
Bowden's Folly, as well as Good Neighbor. At this time in 1840 the pro-
perty consisted of 10 acres and 5 square perches.

Deborah Disney operated her tavern for some twenty years. It was
a favorite place for those who had jury duty and a focal point of the
town. On February 5, 1862 Deborah Disney sold the property to John R.
Clark (21-605) for $5,800.

Seven years later on June 1lst, 1869 Mr. Clark sold the property
to David Sprecker for $7,500. Mr. Sprecker held the property until
3 August 1885 (49-464) when he conveyed the land to Edward A. Talbott
for $2,000 plus the payment of a $3,000 mortgage to John G. Rogers.
This deed refers to a tract of land called "Mount Misery", and the
buildings and improvements thereon.

Some ten years later on December 27, 1894 (62-466) Edward
Alexander Talbott, Jr. and John Clark, executors of the will of
Edward Alexander Talbott, Sr. conveyed the deed to the property to
Edward A. Talbott, Jr. for $3,000. Mr. Talbott madethis the base for
his lumber and hardware business, still operating this building as a
tavern.

Recent owners have been a Mr. William F. Lilly who left the
property to his daughter, Mary J. Lilly who conveyed the west side of
the building to Norman and Mary S. Betts on December 1, 1947. Twenty
years later Mrs. Mary S. Betts sold the west side of the tavern to
Harry and Janet Tamburo who run a fine fabric shop here and keep the
0ld building in excellent condition.

Architecturally the building has merit. Despite alterations
to the facade, one can still picture the imposing two and a half story,

b
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Disney's Tavern -2 - HO-82
Significance (continued) District 2

For these reasons, Disney's Tavern, believed by local
historians to date from as early as 1790 or thereabouts, should
be considered for inclusion to the National Register and any
future local landmark legislation.
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Interview by phone with Mr. and Mrs. H.H. Tamburo, ownersof the

. Fabric House, the west side of Disney's Tavern, July 13 and July 18,
1977. ‘
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Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 25-A, parcels 182 & 183.
718-494 and 476-269

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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STATE COUNTY

[iiFORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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Disney's Tavern (Mount Misery, Fabric House) |8298-8304 Main Street
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Tax Map 25-A
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Disney's Tavern
Hopkin's Atlas of 1878
Plan of Ellicott City
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JOHN DAY & BON,

Posler in Dry Goods, Boots and Shom

Hats and Caps, Queens snd Hard Wars,

Hoslery, Notlons, &

A full and complete mmsortmant of Groosd
ries, Toas, &o

AMES T, BIERLY. CHAS. ¥, BIEALT
BIERLY BROS.

suufactarers sod Dealers in Boots, Shossl
and Galters,

Mauin street, usarly opposite the Howard|
House,

TR HA‘LROA

G:.u f;‘f:r;.f,r =
JeI L

GRANITE WORKERS. |
C. F. RAPPANIER,
Pontractor of Granite Works and Masory|

in general.
Granite Quarry, Elllsott City.
A. J. IBAAC & SONS
Granite Quarry,

I. ‘l‘ IRRRIBK

On the B. and 0. R. R., Ellieott Clny,

J. L. DUNKEL. P hers they furnish Granite Waork, suely

!'loul

EDWARD NORRIS,

il u'pl.\n‘ with Bresd, Klr,llm

ima Curbing, Platforms, Hills, Bases, Lin
tels, Ashler for Bridges, Rubble Stone
for Walls, %o
CHARLES 0. ISAAC,
Granlte Cutter,
OHARLES J, WERNER,
Grunite Catiar.

nlu:n -

Practical Baker,

iscuit, Pisa, Cakes, &o
will ba taken in ex~hangs for
, or baked to order.

CKSMITHS AND WHEEL-

LIVERY STABLES,

WRIGHTS. Em.!_, P e —
e s 8 '
ISAACQ GEO. W. Livary Btable, Conl and Wood Yard
Box, ™.

JOUN B. THELM

GUSTAVUS RAY.

JOSHUA Y. DORSEY,

Pealer in Cual and Fortilizers of all kinds

~ BARBER, Horsen and Vahiclos of all ainds ta hirs,

At - and Horsos takon st Livery,
DANIEL COOPER.
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.l..ltll{.lﬂ I‘lﬂl(lllt.'m,
W olfersberger, Editor and Propristor
(bliahed awaty Friday, st Kllicow Qliy
Terma, §1 60 & yoar, in sdvance

MUFACTURER. e —
. A TBOHM! B. IlWI'\I{H_

HALL

POST MASTER.
ROBEKT N. WHARRY,

ELLICOTT CITY TIMEN,

Joba R Brows, Jr., Editor and Frop'r,

Published avery Raturday, at Eilicott Qity
Terma, §2 00 & yoar, in adraoce.

STATIONKR.

J. B BTRAWBRIDUE

TAILOR. -
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Disney's Tavern

U.S. Geological Survey Map
Ellicott City, Maryland Quad
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Disney's Tavern (Mount Misery, Fabric House, Sprecher House), H.H. Tamburo Shop
8298-8304 Main Street (MD 144), Ellicott City
Martenet's Map of Howard County Maryland, 1860
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Disney's Tavern (Mount Misery, Fabric House, Sprecher House), H.H. Tamburo Shop
8298-8304 Main Street (MD 144), Ellicott City
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Disney’s Tavern (Mount Misery, Fabric House, Sprecher House), H.H. Tamburo Shop
8298-8304 Main Street (MD 144), Ellicott City

Ellicott City quad 1953, Photorevised 1966 and 1974
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8298-8304 Main Street (MD 144), Ellicott City
Photo by Jennifer K. Cosham, 11/28/2012
West elevation
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